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“Are classes canceled?” is a question that North-
west administrators hear any time meteorologists 
predict winter weather or winter weather occurs. 
Social media, the Administrative Center, and all of 
the school offices are inundated with messages asking 
the question. Undoubtedly, the answer will disappoint 
someone, whether it is a parent or student, wondering 
why classes are canceled or not.

Northwest Superintendent Dr. Desi Kirchhofer 
is the person to make the final decision, but he is not 
the only person with input. Kirchhofer explained the 
process of deciding to cancel classes or not, and that it 
is more than just looking outside and seeing snow on 
the road.

“Part of my job as superintendent is to monitor 
the weather. I have apps on my phone to help me, 
which include weather apps that utilize the latest 
models from the National Weather Service, to give an 
indication of when the weather may be severe enough 
to cancel classes,” he said. “I also have communica-
tion tools that help me communicate the message to 
parents quickly via telephone, email, text, and even 
social media.”If the models predict snow, for example, 
Kirchhofer knows to monitor the situation the day of 
the predicted weather event. If and when it begins to 
snow, Kirchhofer consults with transportation officials 
with Northwest, as well as speaking with other super-
intendents in the Jefferson and St. Louis County areas.

“On a morning with snow, I am up at 3 a.m., driving 
the roads in the Northwest School District, surveying the 
conditions for myself. I personally have a vehicle built 

Are Classes 
Canceled?
A Look at How  
Snow Days are 
Determined

See SNOW DAYS on Page 3
The Northwest High School cheerleaders performed at the Homecoming Pep Rally on Sept. 27, 2019.

Mother Nature provided an amazing sunset for the 2019 
Northwest Homecoming football game on Sept. 27, 2019. 

Dave Willis, head coach of the Northwest boy’s varsity 
soccer team, pumps up the crowd at the Homecoming 
Pep Rally on Sept. 27, 2019.

HOMECOMING
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fall sports, our Competi-
tive Cheerleading squad 
won the state champi-
onship, and the Spirit 
of Northwest Marching 
Band dazzled spectators 
and took home the title 
of Grand Champions at 
the Liberty Bowl events 
in Memphis over winter 
break. While it is great to 
celebrate our victories and 
recognitions, it is more 
important to acknowledge the hard work, dedication, 
and character that our programs demonstrate.  

Another exciting event occured when staff and stu-
dents at Woodridge Middle School connected with and 
spoke to the International Space Station.  This team ef-
fort, spearheaded by Woodridge science teacher Thomas 
Laybourn, was a once in a lifetime experience for our 
students and staff. It was a great blend of traditional 
academic learning coupled with a real-world, relevant 
learning experience. This academic year, we also learned 
that Murphy Elementary achieved the  #1 Ranking in 
Scholastic Books’ “Read-A-Palooza” by having the 
highest number of minutes read across the state. We are 

Superintendent’s Note
Dr. Desi Kirchhofer, Superintendent of Schools

Polar Express Night

Hello, Lion Nation,
As we start the new year and second half of 19-20 

school year, I can’t help but reflect on the previous year 
and all the outstanding accomplishments of our students 
and staff.  As you will see in this edition of “Northwest 
News” we  have so much to be proud of in the Northwest 
School District.  Let me take a moment to highlight 
some of the wonderful events and happenings from the 
Fall of 2019.  

A primary focus for our District is developing future 
leaders.  We do this by partnering with the Franklin 
Covey Foundation and our commitment to help students 
apply the timeless and universal principles of the 7 Hab-
its in their lives. In doing so, Cedar Springs Elementary 
joins Murphy, Maple Grove, and Brennan Woods by 
being recognized by the Covey foundation a a “National 
Lighthouse School.” In addition to this honor, Maple 
Grove was recognized by Leader in Me as an “Academic 
Honor Roll School” for academic achievement growth. 
These types of recognitions are a testimony to our belief 
that character development and academic achievement 
are equally important. 

It was a very successful semester for athletics and 
activities across the board, including district champion-
ships for boy’s soccer and softball, with the softball team 
making it to the state final four. Not to be outdone by 

certainly proud of our students and their effort to learn 
in and out of school.

Along with all the academic and extracurricular 
honors, we also had a busy fall with new renovations 
and construction. Last fall, Valley Middle School added 
a beautiful connecting corridor to the campus provid-
ing comfort and safety to students as they move about 
campus. In addition to the new corridor, High Ridge 
and Cedar Springs Elementary Schools welcomed new 
gymnasiums with the High Ridge structure doubling as 
a community storm shelter. There has also been much 
progress on the Woodridge campus, as we expect to open 
the doors in the coming months to an impressive new 
gymnasium and several additional classrooms, which 
are under construction.

Honestly, it is hard to feature all the terrific events, 
activities, and happenings in our schools and com-
munity each and every day. This edition of Northwest 
News provides a look at some highlights of the last 
semester, but it can’t capture the spirit of kindness, 
caring, and community that makes Northwest such a 
special place. One thing is for sure; it is an exciting 
time to be part of  Lion Nation as we live our motto: 
“Love. Learn. Lead.”

It is an honor to serve as the superintendent of this 
great district, and it is a great time to be a Lion! 

Students at the Early Childhood Center celebrated the holidays on Dec. 12, 2019 during the 
school’s annual Polar Express Night.
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STATE CHAMPIONS!

for winter weather, but not everyone does,” Kirchhofer 
said. “I keep this in mind as I drive the roads. I look for 
cars that may be stuck, other traffic on the road that may 
be sliding or having trouble getting up hills on snow-
covered or icy streets and roads, the amount of the road 
that is covered with snow or ice, and any salt trucks or 
plows that may be out.”

The Northwest School District covers over 120 
square miles. In one school year, Northwest buses travel 
1.3 million miles of road, which is equivalent to nearly 
three trips to the Moon and back. Kirchhofer cannot get 
to every road in the district, so he relies on others to help 
him drive the roads, including Northwest administrators 
that live in the area and the transportation staff.

“Our transportation staff knows these roads bet-
ter than most, and they know areas that are potentially 
troublesome. I take their advice as transportation profes-
sionals under consideration when making a final deci-
sion.” These factors include not only road conditions, 
but whether busses can safely turn around at some stops, 
and the chances of a bus getting stuck.

Northwest neighbors several other school districts, 
and the superintendents of these districts are in contact 
with each other, letting the others know about road condi-
tions in their districts. One district may cancel classes, 
which can influence other districts to do the same.

“While a district like Rockwood may have classes 
one day, we may not. This is simply because of the 

types of roads in each district. Their roads typically have 
multiple lanes, shoulders, and sidewalks while we have 
several smaller roads without a shoulder or sidewalks 
for students to catch the bus. These roads are the most 
hazardous in inclement weather.”

The older and smaller roads in the Northwest School 
District are usually the reason classes are cancelled on a 
day when other schools may be in session.

“Obviously, we would not want to have a bus 
get stuck, slide off the road, or anything like that,” 
Kirchhofer said. “So while Highway 
30 may be, for the most part, clear, 
some of the outlying roads may not 
be, and those roads are the only 
way to reach some of our students. 
In some cases, this will cause us 
to cancel classes for the day.”

Kirchhofer said that the 
main factors that go into the 
decision to cancel classes are

■ Snowfall and ice on the 
roads.Transportation officials and 
administrators advice.

■ Weather forecasts from National Weather 
Service meteorologists.

■ Potential for refreeze, especially in problem 
areas.

■ The ability of buses to travel in potentially haz-
ardous conditions or to navigate potentially hazardous 
road conditions.

■ The ability to make sure our parking lots and 
entryways safe.

“We take the decision to cancel classes very seri-
ously. Our calendar is approved the prior academic year 

Snow days with a targeted date in mind for the last day of school. 
Any day we have to cancel automatically gets tacked 
onto the end of the school year,” he said.

At the time of writing, Northwest has already ex-
perienced five inclement weather days in the 2019-20 
academic year. In the event Northwest experiences no 
other snow or weather cancellations, the last day of 

school has been pushed back from May 14 to May 
21. With each day that classes are canceled, another 
day is added to the end of the year.

“Graduation is scheduled for 
May 22. Summer school begins 
May 26. Each snow day is one 
less day between the end of the 
school year and the beginning of 

summer school.”
Kirchhofer stresses that 

regardless of the number 
of snow days, the safety of 
students is always the first 

priority.
“While making these deci-

sions about cancelling classes, we 
always keep the students safety in mind. We would 

hate for a bus, parent, or one of our students who 
are driving to school to have an accident, especially 

while they are trying to travel to school in inclement 
weather,” Kirchhofer said. “Especially teen drivers, who 
may not have experience driving in inclement weather.”

The next time you wonder if Northwest will have 
school because of inclement weather, you will  know 
more about what goes into the decision-making process 
of calling off classes for a snow day. But, that doesn’t 
mean you can’t still wish for one.

Continued from Page 1

The Northwest High School Competitive Cheer-
leaders won the Missouri State Large School - Coed 
Large School championship held at Lindenwood 
University on Nov. 16. Their competitive journey 
continues at the National Championship, held in 
Dallas, TX on Feb. 1-2.

“I am excited for our cheerleaders to compete 
at the national level and show the rest of the country 
the amazing, talented athletes we have at Northwest 
High School,” said head cheer coach Dr. Liz Green, 
“This is our nationals debut, so while I’m unfamiliar 
with the competition platform, I’m completely con-
fident in our ability to execute an incredible routine 
that our school and community will love!” 
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Proposition S Project Updates
In April 2018, the Northwest community approved 

Proposition S, which addressed safety, building and 
facility renovations, and new construction. Several of 
the projects have been completed, including the corridor 
between buildings 1 and 2 at Valley Middle School, and 
the new gymnasiums at High Ridge and Cedar Springs 
Elementary. In the case of High Ridge Elementary, the 
gymnasium doubles as a community storm and torna-

do shelter, accessible even in off-hours thanks to the 
High Ridge Fire Department. The new classroom and 
gymnasium structure at Woodridge Middle School is 
scheduled for completion in February, 2020.

None of this would be possible without the North-
west community. We thank you for your continued 
support as we move Northwest forward.

The grand opening and ribbon cutting for the High Ridge Elementary gym was Oct. 3, 2019. The gym not only gives students a place for physical 
education, but it serves as a community storm shelter. 

The Woodridge Middle School gymnasium is nearing completion, with February, 2020 as the targeted date for 
the grand opening.

The Valley Middle School corridor between buildings 1 and 2 were built with windows that allow for plenty of 
natural light.

The Cedar Springs Elementary gymnasium opened last fall, giving students 
a larger and dedicated area for physical education classes.

The entryway to the Woodridge Middle School gymnasium is an open space, 
with the second and third floors overlooking the doors.

The front side of the new Valley Middle 
School corridor features added signage on 
the exterior of the building.

The roof of the High Ridge Elementary gym is 
reinforced to weather a tornado thanks to features 
designed to strengthen the building. Most roof 
structures are reinforced with steel, but the High 
Ridge Elementary gym roof supports are made of 
concrete.

The High Ridge Elementary gymnasium is built to 
withstand an EF5 tornado. One of the reasons the gym 
is so secure includes the reinforced door hinges on each 
exterior door.

Workers are busy finishing the interior of the Woodridge MIddle School gymnasium in 
preparation for the targeted opening date of February 2020.

The entryway to the Cedar Springs 
Elementary gymnasium is open and 
welcoming, leading from a new parking 
area behind the school.

The Cedar Springs Elementary gymnasium has 
multiple basketball goals, as well as a perfect space 
for other sports like floor hockey.
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In November, Cedar Springs El-
ementary was named a Leader in Me 
Lighthouse School by Franklin Covey 
Co. This recognition comes because 
the school has achieved outstanding re-
sults in school and student outcomes by 
implementing The Leader in Me process 
and  the extraordinary impact the school 
is having on staff, students, parents, and 
the greater community.

The Leader in Me is a whole-school 
transformation model developed in part-
nership with educators that empowers 
students with the leadership and life skills 
they need to thrive in the 21st century. The 
7 Habits of Highly Effective People is a 
key component of the overall Leader in 
Me process which emphasizes principles 
of personal, interpersonal, and organiza-
tional effectiveness such as responsibility, 
vision, integrity, teamwork, collaboration, 
and renewal.. 

The Lighthouse Milestone is a highly 
regarded standard set by Franklin Covey 
that is attainable by every The Leader in 
Me school. The attainment of the Light-
house Milestone represents a significant 
benchmark, and it is evidence that a high 
standard has been met by a school. Apply-
ing for the Lighthouse Milestone typically 
occurs three to five years after a school 
begins The Leader in Me.

“We are so excited for our student 
leaders, staff, and our CSE families,” 
said Cedar Springs Elementary Principal 
Cynthia Spurgeon. “Earning Leader in Me 
Lighthouse status is a culmination of the 

Ranked #1 in Missouri

Melanie Robinson 
Earns Honor

hard work, effort, and support of everyone 
in the Northwest community as we fully 
implemented the 7 Habits. We could not 
be more proud!” 

“We are very proud of Cedar Springs 
for being recognized by Franklin Covey 
as a national Leader in Me school,’ said 
Dr. Desi Kirchhofer, superintendent of 
Northwest R-I School District. “Most of 
all, we are proud of the hard work, lead-

Murphy Elementary students read over 98,000 minutes to win the Scholastic “Read-A-Palooza Summer Reading Challenge.”

Murphy Elementary School was 
named the winner for the state of Mis-
souri in the Scholastic “Read-A-Palooza 
Summer Reading Challenge.” Sixty-nine 
students at the school who participated 
in the challenge read for 98,684 minutes, 
more than any other participating school 
in the state. Twenty-seven of the students 
read 1,800 minutes or more.

According to the Scholastic Kids & 
Family reading Report™, 7th Edition, 
77% of kids ages 6-17 and 94% of par-
ents believe that reading over the summer 
helps kids during the school year. The 
18-week program encouraged the students 
to enter their summer reading minutes 
online. The students were able to unlock 
digital rewards as they completed summer 
reading challenges. 

“This recognition, achieved by Mur-
phy Elementary students, is one that we 
are incredibly excited about,” said Ernest 
Motley, principal of Murphy Elementary 
School. “Reading over the summer is 
particularly important for student literacy 
since summer is typically a time when 
students read less.”

Library Specialist Stefanie Tisius 
coordinates the program at Murphy El-
ementary. She said that the school has 
been participating in the Summer Reading 
Challenge since 2013. 

“Every year our students are encour-
aged to read and record their minutes over 

the summer. This year we had several 
students who made reading a goal over 
summer break and it showed. When 
schedules get busy, these students stuck 
with it and made sure reading was a prior-
ity,” she said.

Tisius encouraged the students to 

try for a top five position in the state 
this year, but was pleasantly surprised 
with their effort and earning the “Best 
in State” status.

“I am so incredibly proud of their hard 
work and dedication. It is a true honor to 
have them recognized,” she said.

Melanie Robinson, art teacher at 
Cedar Springs Elementary School, has 
been named the Missouri Art Education 
Association Art Educator of the Year 
for 2019. 

Robinson will receive her award at 
a ceremony in March 2020 in St. Louis, 
and will also be recognized at the 2021 
National Art Edu-
cation Associa-
tion Convention 
Western Region 
meeting in March 
2021.

R o b i n s o n 
was chosen by her 
peers “as an out-
standing educa-
tor who displays 
great leadership, commitment to teach-
ing, and demonstrated accomplishments 
not only inside the classroom, but out-
side, and within the organization.”

“This award is amazing,” ex-
claimed Robinson. “It is an honor to be 
recognized by the Missouri Art Educa-
tion Association. I thoroughly enjoy 
teaching art and all of my students.”

Robinson is in her 19th year of 
teaching at Northwest and 25th year 
of teaching overall. This is her second 
time to be recognized for the award, 
previously winning in 2003.

Cedar Springs Elementary Named a Leader in 
Me Lighthouse School by Franklin Covey Co.

Cedar Springs Elementary was named a “Leader in Me” Lighthouse School by Franklin 
Covey Co. in November, 2019

ership, and service that our students and 
staff demonstrate every day.”

Since its official launch nearly six 
years ago, nearly 4,000 public, private, 
charter, and magnet schools across 50 
countries have adopted The Leader in Me. 
Educators continue to offer feedback on 
best practices, which provides continu-
ous improvement and refinement of the 
process. 

Art Educator 
of the year

Murphy Elementary School

for Reading Minutes
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High Ridge Elementary 
Teacher Raises Money for 
Student by Having Head 
Shaved at School Assembly

John Baker, third grade teacher at 
High Ridge Elementary, had his head 
shaved in front of the entire school in Oc-
tober. While this may not sound like that 
big of a deal, it is. His head was shaved 
as a fundraiser for one of his students who 
is currently battling acute lymphoblastic 
leukemia.

Over the course of one week, HRE 
students donated over $2,700 for their 
classmate, Zoey Meyer.

Zoey was diagnosed with leukemia 
in July, 2019. When Baker found out that 
Zoey would be in his class for the year, 
he knew that he wanted to help.

“I immediately knew I wanted to do 
this to raise money for her and her family,” 
Baker said. “I let my building principal, 
Ms. Heidi Mackey, know, and she got the 
ball rolling.”

High Ridge Elementary counselor 
Trish Sparks contacted Zoey’s mother, 
Katy Williams, to ask her about a possible 
fundraiser for Zoey.  

“Mrs. Sparks approached us and told 
us the kids wanted to do something for 
Zoey to let her know they are thinking of 
her and care about her,” Williams said. “I 
was very appreciative, as I have been off 
work on FMLA for two months.”

The assembly took place on Friday, 
Sept. 27. The entire gym was filled with 
HRE students and teachers; even North-
west R-I superintendent Dr. Desi Kirch-
hofer came to witness the event.

Most importantly, Zoey was there. 
Zoey was initially going to have 

her turn with the clippers, but her mom 
performed the first swipe across Baker’s 
head instead.

“She decided to just enjoy the mo-
ment and let mom shave Mr. Baker’s 
head,” Williams said.

The gym was filled with the voices 
of HRE students, yelling encouragement 
to their classmates who were chosen to 
shave Baker’s head, and laughing as each 
swipe made Baker’s hairstyle a little less 
conventional.

Williams mentioned that Zoey said 
that while it was really loud and awesome 

Northwest High Selected for teen Mental Health First Aid Pilot Program
Northwest High School was one 

of 35 schools nationwide to participate 
in the country’s expanded teen Mental 
Health First Aid (tMHFA) pilot program 
during the month of November in 2019. 
The school trained the entire junior class 
over the fall. The training is the first of its 
kind developed for high school students 
in the U.S. 

“We are thrilled to introduce teen 
Mental Health First Aid to our com-

munity,” said Chris Allen, counselor at 
Northwest High School. “The program 
will teach high school students to recog-
nize and respond when their friends are 
experiencing the early stages of a mental 
health or addiction problem.” 

tMHFA is an in-person training de-
signed for high school students to learn 
about mental illnesses and addictions, 
particularly how to identify and respond 
to a developing mental health or substance 

use problem among their peers. Similar to 
CPR, students learn a 5-step action plan 
to help their friends who may be facing 
a mental health problem or crisis, such 
as suicide. 

The course specifically highlights the 
important step of involving a responsible 
and trusted adult. To ensure additional 
support for students taking the training, 
Northwest High School is planning to 
train a majority of the school’s staff in 

Mental Health First Aid for Adults Work-
ing with Young People.   

tMHFA is an evidence-based training 
program from Australia. The National 
Council adapted the training with sup-
port from Lady GaGa’s Born This Way 
Foundation and Well Being Trust. The 
training for Northwest High School is 
being implemented in partnership with 
the National Council on Alcoholism and 
Drug Abuse-St. Louis Area. 

to hear all of the students cheering them 
on, but it made her sad because she misses 
her friends and school.

“She’s ready to come back, but her 
body isn’t,” said Williams.

Getting your head shaved in public, 

even for a good cause, has to be nerve 
wracking. Baker was no exception.

“I couldn’t help thinking ‘would 
it grow back?’ or how funny I must be 
looking…especially after the first swipe,” 
he said.

When asked about his wife’s reaction 
to his new hairstyle, Baker said the first 
thing she said to him was “Put a hat on.” 
However, the bald look is just temporary.

“As good as it feels and the money 
I’m saving on hair care products, it can-
not deter me from growing my hair back,” 
said Baker.

As humorous and fun as the event 
was, Baker is thrilled with the outpour-
ing of support for Zoey from the students 
and staff.

“I am so incredibly proud of this 
building, of the commitment, and the 
determination that they put forth trying 
to help out one of their own.”

Meanwhile, Williams said that Zoey 
is doing okay for the moment, but she’s 
ready to start a rough phase of chemo-
therapy.

“We will continue the good fight with 
so much love and support from our com-
munity,” Williams said.

High Ridge Elementary teacher John Baker stops to pose in the midst of having his 
head shaved as a benefit for his student, Zoey Meyer.

High Ridge Elementary teacher John 
Baker and his student, Zoey Meyer. 
Baker had his head shaved by students 
at an assembly to raise money to help 
with Zoey’s fight against leukemia. The 
students raised over $2,700.
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 Woodridge Middle School got to 
experience a one-in-a-lifetime event 
in December, as students were chosen 
to speak with astronaut Col. Luca 
Parmitano of the Italian Air Force as 
he orbited Earth on the International 
Space Station. Students used HAM 
radio to speak with Col. Parmitano. 
The event attracted crews from local 
television stations who came to cover 
the event, along with students, teach-
ers, parents and local dignitaries who 
filled the gym for the experience. The 
event, which took months of prepa-
ration, lasted only a few minutes, as 
communication with the Space Sta-
tion via HAM radio relies on radio 
waves and being able to receive and 
transmit the waves. Woodridge sci-
ence teacher Thomas Laybourn led 
the team effort, which all agreed was 
a resounding success.

Calling an astronaut
Woodridge Middle School Speaks  
to the International Space Station
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